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e district councils responsible for spatial planning of land
defined in MSAs should not normally include policies and
proposals in their LDDs for non-minerals development in
those areas, or sensitive development around
safeguarding minerals areas, where such policies would
affect the potential for future extraction of minerals;

e safeguard existing, planned and potential rail heads,
wharfage and associated storage, handling and processed
facilities for the bulk transport by rail, sea or inland
waterways of minerals, particularly coal and aggregates,
including recycled, secondary and marine-dredged materials;

e identify future sites to accommodate the above facilities
and reflect any such allocations in the LDDs of district
councils in two-tier planning areas. District councils in
these areas should not normally permit other development
proposals near such safeguarding sites where they might
constrain future use for these purposes;

e safeguard existing, planned and potential sites including
rail and water-services, or concrete batching, the
manufacture of coated materials, other concrete products
and the handling, processing and distribution of
substitute, recycled and secondary aggregate material.
Where appropriate, identify future sites for these uses
and reflect any such allocations in the LDDs of district
councils in two-tier planning areas.

Practice Guide

Safeguarding of mineral resources

Paragraph 32

The planning system has an important role to play in
safeguarding proven deposits of minerals which are, or may

become, of economic importance within the foreseeable future,
from unnecessary sterilisation by surface development. It is
therefore important that mineral safeguarding area (MSAs) are
identified and that appropriate safeguarding policies are
incorporated in DPDs. MSAs can be defined objectively using
the best available geological and mineral resources information,
including that published or held by the British Geological Survey
or made available by the industry. However initially defined,
areas will generally need to be refined in discussion with the
industry and other stakeholders. It should be kept in mind that,
in addition to proposed development within a MSA,
incompatible development that is allowed close to a MSA may
also lead to sterilisation of part of the reserves. It may be
appropriate to develop policies for prior extraction of minerals,
where practicable, within safeguarded areas.

Paragraph 33

In two-tier planning areas, safeguarding of mineral resources
can be achieved only through county and district councils co-
operating in the exercise of their respective planning powers
over land with potential for mineral extraction. This can be



facilitated by defining all, parts of, or marginally more than a
MSA as a minerals consultation area (MCA). These provide
the mechanism for district councils to consult county councils
before granting planning permission, on any planning
applications they receive for non-mineral developments
which fall within the boundary of a MCA, and which would
be likely to affect the winning and working of minerals.

Annex 3 Glossary

Mineral resource

A mineral resource is a concentration or occurrence of
material of intrinsic economic interest in or on the Earth’s
crust in such form, quality and quantity that there are
reasonable prospects for eventual economic extraction.

Generally a mineral resource is known to exist within the
boundaries outlined by geological mapping, which may be
supplemented by more in depth geological data. The BGS
mineral resource linework, for example, shows the surface
extent of mineral resources, inferred from available
geological information. With the exception of industrial
minerals assessment areas (IMAU), they have not been
evaluated by drilling or by other sampling methods on any
systematic basis. Mineral resources defined delineate areas
within which potentially workable minerals may occur. What
may be of potential economic interest may change over time,
and is dependent upon a number of factors, such as mineral
markets and extraction technology.

Mineral reserve

A mineral reserve is that part of a mineral resource which
can be economically extracted. Appropriate assessments
demonstrate that the quality and quantity of the mineral can

be estimated to a level of confidence which could reasonably

Justify planning permission being granted.

More detailed evaluations of a mineral resource (such as
trenching and drilling) may result in the identification of an area
where the volume and quality of mineral are such that they
could be economically extracted. In the context of land-use
planning, however, the term mineral reserve should strictly be
further limited to those minerals for which a valid planning
permission for extraction exists (i.e. permitted reserves).
Without a valid planning consent, no mineral working can take
place and consequently the inherent economic value of the
mineral resource cannot be released and resulting wealth
created. The ultimate fate of mineral reserves is to be either
physically worked out or to be rendered non-viable by changing
gconomic circumstances.

The most widely accepted reporting standard for minerals is
that of the JORC code. The latest copy (2004) can be
downloaded from http://www.jorc.org

Areas of Search

These are broader areas where knowledge of mineral
resources may be less certain than in Preferred Areas, but
within which planning permissions could be granted to meet
any shortfall in supply if suitable applications are made.
MPAs should not solely identify Areas of Search as the
public, mineral and non-mineral developers need a degree of
certainty regarding the location and timing of areas to be
worked that is not provided by this designation.

Preferred Areas

These are defined as areas of known resource where
planning permission might reasonably be anticipated
providing the proposals are environmentally acceptable or
appropriate conditions can be applied to mitigate adverse
impacts. In selecting Preferred Areas it is suggested that
sites that could be most sustainably worked are selected in
preference to less sustainable sites.

Specific Sites
These are areas with viable mineral resources within which the

landowners are willing to allow mineral development, and in
which granting of planning permission may be more likely to be
acceptable in planning terms than in a Preferred Area.
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For more information contact:

Fiona McEvoy
British Geological Survey,
Keyworth, Nottingham
NG12 5GG
United Kingdom

Tel: +44 (0)115 936 3100
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